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lish a second series devoted to the economic history of our own country 
since the opening of the Revolutionary war. Such a work would prove 
even more useful than the present volume to the general body of teach- 
ers of political economy in all but our largest institutions. 

Edward G. Bourne. 



A History of Vagrants and Vagrancy and Beggars and Begging. 
By C. J. Ribton Turner. London, Chapman and Hall, 1887. — 
8vo, xxii, 720 pp. 

The importance of this work lies more in the wealth of curious detail 
than in any definiteness of conclusion. It can scarcely be called a sci- 
entific work in the sense of Dr. Aschrott's book. Its arrangement is 
not compact or orderly and the various countries are described one 
after the other without much attempt at comparison or induction. But 
what the author lacks in precision of scientific aim, he partly atones for 
in abundance of knowledge. Over three-quarters of. the book is de- 
voted to Great Britain, and full use has been made not only of the legis- 
lation but also of the municipal records and contemporary literature. 
The result is a most interesting and quaint history of mendicity, espe- 
cially during the later and middle ages, such as it would be difficult to 
find in any other publication. The long chapter of one hundred pages 
containing extracts from various writers to illustrate the impostures of 
the vagrant and the beggar in the middle ages is most delectable read- 
ing. One is forced to the conclusion that the foibles of mankind do not 
change much from age to age. 

For the nineteenth century copious extracts are made from the pro- 
ceedings of committees of the various poor-law unions. But here again 
the work is mainly descriptive, not critical. About the only conclusion 
which Mr. Turner succeeds in drawing is that the present English legis- 
lation as to vagrants, while a great improvement on the old, neverthe- 
less seems to be framed with a sublime disregard for modern condi- 
tions ; and that it results in giving people a right to travel through the 
Country at public expense. His remedy — houses of industry for vaga- 
bond adults — is simply mentioned in an off-hand way. 

The history of the continental countries of Europe is rather super- 
ficially treated. On the other hand the complete index of British stat- 
utes on the subject of poor-laws will be found very useful. If the plan 
of the book had been more scientific, it would have been of far greater 
service to the student. As it stands the work is simply a repertory of 
interesting facts and anecdotes, which it is convenient but not indispen- 
sable to have at. hand. 

E. R. A. S. 



